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From General Butter Hd. Qrs. Dept of Va. & N. C, FORT MONKOB, VA., Deo. 12, 1864
W. R. FINDLEY, ALTOONA, PENN.
SIR: I am grieved that you should have called me under any supposed obligations as a mason to do differently in my official duty from what I would do otherwise. You will remember that before taking our earliest obligation as the "Entered Apprentice," repeated through every degree, we were informed that there was nothing in the Masonic Oath which would conflict with our duty to our country or to our God.
If I had wronged your son in my judgment I should have been as ready to right it as a man, as a mason. To me, when he came before me, he was an officer of the United States Army to whom I bore official relations, and toward whom I was bound to act conscientiously, uprightly, and judicially.
I will make a simple statement of his case to you, and you yourself shall judge, laying aside your character as a parent as I laid aside mine as a mason upon the propriety of his dismissal from the service.
The Provost Marshal of the 10th Corps reported to me that Capt. Findley was found about two (2) miles in the rear of his regiment about (5) five o'clock in the afternoon after their advance, under a tree cooking his supper, apparently well, and that for the remainder of that day, and the next day, during which his regiment was engaged in action, he did not join them, nor did he join them until the fighting was over. Following my custom never to have a man dismissed without such examination, I sent for Capt. Findley, and in the presence of the late lamented General Birney, who was the commander of his Corps, questioned the Captain. I asked him why he was found under that tree away from his command, and if he was sick. He said he was not sick, but he remained there for he did not know where his regiment had gone. I asked him then to give an account of himself, where he spent the night. He said he went to find his regiment, and failing to find it, he spent the night in the trenches with another regiment. I asked him if he was sure that was so. He said he was. I cautioned him by telHng him the vice I punished with most severity was the vice of lying. He reiterated the statement. Not knowing but that statement was true, and that I had been misinformed, I asked him to